
 

 

Consumer Math 
 

 

Dear students, 

 

Welcome to Consumer Mathematics.  The topics that will be covered by class include: 

 

    Gross Income  Net Income   Recordkeeping and Budgeting 

    Checking Accounts  Savings Accounts  Cash Purchases 

    Income Taxes  Loans    Charge Accounts/Credit Cards 

    Vehicle Costs  Housing Costs   Insurance/Investments  

 

   

The operating procedures and responsibilities of the classroom are: 

 

  Teacher      Student 

Treat all students with respect, care and   Treat fellow students and teacher with  

compassion.      respect, care and compassion. 

 

Provide an educational atmosphere   Allow other students to participate in an 

without distraction.     educational atmosphere without distraction. 

 

Attend all classes unless an emergency   Attend all classes unless an emergency arises. 

 arises.   

 

Present concepts to be covered.   Strive to learn concepts presented and seek 

       additional help when needed. 

 

Return corrected tests/quizzes as soon as   Complete class work assignments. 

all students have taken the test/quiz. 
(Note:  In past years due to student absences return of tests/quizzes has taken more than one or two days.   

All student grades are posted online within 5 days of the test/quiz.) 

 

 

The quarterly grades will be determined on a weighted basis with the following breakdown: 

 

    Tests  50%  There should be 3 – 4 during a marking period  

    Quizzes  25%  There should be 5 – 6 during a marking period 

    Class Work  25%  Class Work will be assigned almost everyday. 

 

 

In addition to the chapter tests, we will have non-calculator tests every quarter.  The test will cover 

the basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division operations of whole numbers, fractions 

and decimals.  



 

 

Also, during the year we will have projects that will be completed using the internet.  The students 

will simulate the purchasing of a car and securing a car loan, purchasing a home and calculating the 

monthly mortgage payment including escrow for taxes and insurance, and a culminating project 

which will include the car and home projects and calculating gross and net pay, completing a 

monthly budget, and determining the amount they can save on a monthly basis.  The projects will be 

graded under the Tests category. 

 

 

The third marking period will start with the filing of local, state and federal income taxes.  If the 

students have a W-2 for the current year, they will be able to complete their own tax filing.  If they 

were not employed, they will be given a sample W-2. 
 

 

With exception to the first few weeks and the basic mathematics skills tests, students will be permitted to use 

calculators.  A basic calculator (one that can add, subtract, multiply and divide) is the type that is needed. 

 

Students must provide their own calculators 
 

 

The text book has additional learning resources online at which you can take a practice test for each chapter: 

 

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/busadmin/mathba/index.html 

 

 

Central Dauphin High School provides after school tutoring for Math on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:50 

until 4:20.  There is a late bus to take students home on those days. 

 

 

I can be reached via e-mail at tlapkowicz@cdschools.org. 

 

Mr. Lapkowicz  

 

mailto:tlapkowicz@cdschools.org

